
RESOLUTION NUMBER 160 

HONORING DEMETRIOUS JOHNSON 

 

WHEREAS, Demetrious Johnson graced the world with his huge smile and larger than life personality on July 

21, 1961, in St. Louis, Missouri to the union of Eddie Mae Binion-Johnson and Ollie Johnson, Sr.; and  

 

WHEREAS, both parents preceded him in death as well as two sisters Barbara Jean Smith and Earline Binion. 

Demetrious was the youngest of eight children. He grew up in the Darst-Webbe Housing Projects and was 

raised by a single mother. He graduated from McKinley High School and earned a full athletic scholarship to 

attend the University of Missouri, Columbia; and  

 

WHEREAS,  while at the University of Missouri, he was recognized as a premier defensive back, including 

Big 8 All Star. He graduated with a bachelor's degree in Education with a major in Counseling Psychology. 

After graduation, he was drafted by the Detroit Lions; and  

 

WHEREAS, he played professional football in the National Football League (NFL) for the Detroit Lions and 

the Miami Dolphins. While playing with the Detroit Lions, he was the Defensive captain and earned numerous 

awards, including Player of the Week. His professional football career lasted five years and ended with the 

Miami Dolphins in 1987; and  

 

WHEREAS, in 1985, Demetrious married his high school sweetheart, Patricia “Pat” Jackson and to this union 

three daughters were born: Ashley, Taylore and Alexandria. Demetrious and Pat had a special bond and 

friendship that lasted over 45 years. Their relationship was a gift from God, an example of unconditional love; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, he loved and adored his family dearly and enjoyed spending quality time together traveling and 

creating new memories and experiences. He also enjoyed supporting and coaching his daughters’ sporting 

activities during their childhood years. He will forever be remembered as a proud dad that his girls saw as their 

rock, teddy bear, a wise guide, an inspiration, and their biggest cheerleader. He always encouraged them with 

precious life lessons and unique and funny quotes that will be cherished forever. His family could always 

depend on him for anything at any time; and  

 

WHEREAS,  after his retirement from professional football, he joined Sherwood Medical Company, which is 

now Covidien, as the National Sales Manager for the Athletic Sports Medicine Division. While there, he 

became the first non-athletic trainer to receive the Bill Chissum Award for bringing diversity to the Athletic 

Training Field; and  

 

WHEREAS, growing up, Demetrious watched his mother fight the system which led him to decide to follow in 

her footsteps. He had a deep desire to encourage and support underprivileged children to reach their potential. 

Demetrious didn’t want any child to go hungry or not be able to open a gift on Christmas Day. As a result, he 

started exploring ways to give back to his community; and  

 

WHEREAS, in 1990, he founded the Demetrious Johnson Charitable Foundation, Inc. The Foundation’s motto 

is, “Helping today’s youth towards a better tomorrow.” The mission is to help better the lives of inner-city 

youth by providing mentoring, vocational training, tutorial and financial assistance programs; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Demetrious Johnson Charitable Foundation provides year-round youth sports, middle school 

chess clubs, free summer camps and various other programs for children. Demetrious also hosted an annual 

HBCU Columbine for high school athletes. Two highlights of the Foundation are The Annual Thanksgiving 

Turkey Giveaways and The Annual Christmas Toy Drives. Both events provide an opportunity for many 

volunteers to participate, from athletes, coaches, politicians to business owners and many others from all facets 

of life; and  



WHEREAS, understanding the impact, the community center had on his life growing up, Demetrious opened 

the Demetrious Johnson-Eddie Mae Binion Center in 2010 to provide a space for education, recreation and 

entertainment for the community; and  

 

WHEREAS,  after 25 years of being top ranked in his field, Demetrious began his own consulting firm - 

Saveer, LLC. Saveer serves as a liaison between the community and companies searching for viable candidates 

for employment as well as providing diversity and inclusion training. Demetrious was also the host of the #1 

rated urban radio talk show in St. Louis for over 20 years, The Demetrious Johnson Show on Hot 104.1 FM. His 

radio show has expanded to the airwaves of Detroit, Michigan on 910 AM Superstation, connecting him back to 

his NFL fans; and  

 

WHEREAS, Demetrious, aka DJ and “The Big Fella,” accomplished a great number of things. One that we can 

cherish is leaving us the legacy of The Demetrious Johnson Charitable Foundation, Inc. Demetrious’ faith was 

in God and His Son, Jesus Christ. He always thanked God for using him to serve others. He departed this life on 

Saturday, December 24, 2022, at the age of 61; and  

 

WHEREAS,  he is survived by Patricia Johnson, former wife of 36 years; daughters Lakisha (Jerome) Johnson, 

Ashley (Justin) Johnson-Chin, Taylore Johnson, Alexandria Johnson, Sidney Allen, and son, Jalen Allen; Six 

sisters Georgiaetta Binion, Willie Mae Binion, Jacqueline (Katon) Johnson-Stephenson, Theresa Johnson-

Lewis, Deborah Johnson-Hines, Michelle Johnson-Williams; Four Brothers Rickey (Jan) Johnson, Randolf 

(Florean) Johnson, Gary (Trina) Johnson and Ollie Joe (Dianna) Johnson Jr.; 6 grandkids and a host of Uncles, 

Aunts, Nephews, Nieces, Cousins, Grand Nephews, Grand Nieces and Friends. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that 

we pause in our deliberations to recognize the life and many accomplishments of Demetrious Johnson and by 

adoption of this resolution send our condolences to his family. We further direct the Clerk of this Board of 

Aldermen to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a 

commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented to the family of Demetrious Johnson at a time and 

place deemed appropriate by the sponsor.  

 

 Introduced on this 13th day of January, 2023 by:  

The Honorable Shameem Clark-Hubbard, Alderwoman 26th Ward 

 

 

Adopted this 13th day of January, 2023, as attested by:  

 

 

 

___________________________    _________________________ 

Terry Kennedy      Megan Green  

Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 

 


